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Abstract: The aim of this study was to identify and compare the attitudes of dental students toward their career choice and dental
education in three different countries. Three hundred thirty-six dental students from the University of British Columbia, Canada;
Mahidol University and Chiang Mai University, Thailand; and Nippon Dental University, Japan, participated in this study. Infor-
mation was derived from a questionnaire consisting of career choice items and dental education items. Significant differences in
the responses of the participants from each of the three countries were detected for each of the questionnaire items (P<0.001).
Regarding factors that may have served as motivations for career choice, the majority of dental students from each country
indicated positive reasons such as interpersonal motives, caring for other people, and academic interest. For future career options,
the majority of Japanese and Canadian students planned to work as general dentists. Thai students were more likely than Japanese
or Canadian to prefer specialization than practicing general dentistry. Nearly three-quarters of the Canadian and Thai students
were satisfied with the teaching faculty of their schools, while only a quarter of the Japanese students indicated satisfaction. The
findings from this study enhance our understanding of differences and/or similarities among dental students in three nations; this
information may help to define strategies to improve the quality of international student exchange programs.
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nS: Strengths of the study Weakness of the study
The title doesn’t clearly
. states about the attitude
1 | Title .
towards career choice and
dental education
The idea of the study was innovative
2 | Background |and useful for student exchange
programme
Objectives were specific and seems
3 | Objectives to be fulfilling at the end of the
study
Questionnaire details mentioned The sample Slze espee ially
. . . for Canadian students is too
4 | Method which can be useful in replication .
small to be considered as
of the study by other researchers . .
representative of nation
Tables were explained well and
5 |Results include all details
Only percentile comparison
6 Statistical done without applying any
analysis statistical test though name
mentioned.
7 | Discussion Discussion was done in detail and | Discussion is too lengthy
to the point could have been cut short
. Conclusion was done nicely and
8 | Conclusion .
optimum for the study

Final comment: Since there is wide variations in the sample size, location and academic
training, cross cultural comparison can not be done. Also the future prospects vary in
each country, which may influence the selection of dentistry as a profession.
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